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V. A Letter from Dr George Hickes , c/ateJ 
M^T the 2 2^5 1 700, to Dr Sloane, concerning 
the Sdxon Antiquity^ mentioned K 2^j. of 
thefe Tranfa^ions. With an account of his 
Book now in the Pre js ^/Oxford 

S 1 R, 

A Moil g many other happy accidents^ that have at- 
tended me in my undertaking, to lay open the 
andent 6e/?^e/?/nW^/ langua-ges, and^^ what hath been 
written in them, I carmot but teckori thi^fdr one, that 
by your means I dame to the knowledge of that curious, 
piece oi Saxon antiquity, which is in the poffeflion of 
that worthy and honourable Gentleinan Sir NathMieL 
¥al/^ery oi Fairfftld in Somerfetjhire^ which Coiintry he 
hath the honour to reprefeht in this prefent Parlia- 
ment. Of this <^if^%ir/>y you gave the world fome ac- 
count the laft year from the learned 'DtMnf grave ^ in 
t\\^ PhilofophicalTranfaBions^ N. 247. with the Scul- 
pture of the upper fide of it, and t\i^ Saxm Infcription 
about it. I was writing the xxii Chap, of my Saxon 
Grammar de diale&o Normanno-Saxomca^ when thofe 
Philofophical Tranfa&i&ns came out, and as I happened 
to impart the defign of it to a Gentleman, who hath 
ftudied the ancient Northern languages, he told me of 
that antiquity in them, and when I came to view the 
Sculpture of it^ I prefently obferved how ufeful in 
xvould be to me in one parr oi that Chapter^ wherein 
I give an account of the alteration that K* Alfred mado 
ill the Saxon hand. Upon this, Sir, I made bold to 
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apply my felf to you for a further accoimt of the anti- 
quity^ for which you referred me to Dr Mufgrave^ to 
whom by your encouragement I fent a Letter of Se- 
ries 5 to which he did me the favour to fend a full an- 
fwer, the fubftance of which I have printed in the 
Chapter of my Book above-mentioned, with two of 
the three draughts he fent me of it, and v/ith an ex- 
plication of that Infcription in the Saxon tongue* 
There you will alfo find my Conjefture about the Pi- 
fture, which is furrounded with the Infcription that in 
tlie original fhines in Letters of Gold. The air, the 
fhape of the face, and the two united Scepters in each 
hand of it, made me then think that probably it might 
be that of om blejfed Lord, but having fince feen a 
Pidure of St Luke in a moft ancient Latin MS, of the 
Gofpels,' all written in Capitals, with fuch like Scepters 
in each hand, I am inclined to think that this was the 
common way in thofe times of drawing, or reprefent- 
in^ Saints among the ^^x^^^i-, and that the PiQ:ure in 
K. Alfred's antiquity f for fo F now call itj might be the 
i^iQ:(ire of his Patron St Cuthkrt^ whom he, and his 
Mother both in one night dreamed they faw, and heard 
fpeak the fame words, in which he told them he fhould 
conquer ih^ Danes, and h^ a great King, and bid him 
be of good courage. T!iis vifion of St Cnthbert hap- 
pened to him after he was beaten by the Danes ^ and 
had retired in great diftrefs into ATWEL^Y^ where 
this Antiquity was found, and he was fo alTefted with 
it, that he afterwards ufed to tell it all his life long, 
and afcribe his fuccefs over the Danes to the merits of 
St Cutkkrt 5 aqd upon fecond thoughts this incfines me 
rather to believe that it mav l>e the Pifture of that 
Saint, who of all others of their Country ftiined bright- 
eft in the Saxmt Calendars, arid 1 thall give an account 
of this fecond conjecture in the Preface to my Bm>k, 
With a &-p1ptlirr'bf -Sr Luk^-s Figure, *in dj<it MSS» 
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which belongs to the R. the Dean and Chapter oiLych- 
field 'y and which for its great antiquity is commonly 
called St Chads book This ftory of St Cnthbert's appear- 
ing to K. Alfred is^ at large in William of Malnishury^ to 
whom I refer you for further information ^ and as the 
King ufed to commemorate^ the vifion he and his Mo- 
ther had of him, fo it is very likely he ordered his Pir 
dure to be made iii the manner it is reprefented in my 
Book, to hang down by a ftring upon his breaft, for a 
conftant memorial ot the Saint, who appealed to him., 
to bid him give the Dams Battel in a time of great de- 
fpair, when he looked upon himfclf as conquered, and 
thought his Kingdom almoft loft. That he cauCed the 
Pidure to be made is plain from the Saxon Infcription. 

AELFRED MEc HETT GEWYRcAN 
Aelfredui me jujjit fabricate. 

And' that it was made to hang down upon his breaft, 
15 plain from B, the cone or afex of Fig, i. where the 
Golden Pin is reprefented in a manner different to what 
it is in Fig- 3. on- purpofe to (hew that the original was 
made to hang in a String, And that the original is a 
true and genuine piece of Antiquity is alfo clear beyond 
all reaCbnable doubt, not only from, the place where it 
was founds the place oi K. Alfred's retreat from, the 
Danesy which he fortified in time of War, and where 
he built a Monaftery in time of Peace, but alfo from 
the Infcription, which is all, except tn>o^ in Ro/nan^ or 
GalliCfyhalickL^ttQTS^ which- the King, who was breda.r: 
the £z/^///^ School m Rome, preferred before thofe of 
the Saxon dnS ^ and when- he came to be King, as hi- 
^////j/j teftifies^ he brought them into uCe.. Some I hear 
ha ve fufpeded this Antiquity, becaufe of its extraordi- 
nary artifice^ which they think too fine, for that age. 
Eat it is not to be doubted, but that K. Alfred^ who 
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was fo great a Prince, could eafily procure the heft Ar- 
tifts of all forts from foreign parts 5 as from Rome, 
where he had his education, and whither the beft Art- 
ifts reforted from Greece^ and all other Countries, or 
from the Courts of the Eaftern and Weftern Kings of 
France J in which he was in great efteem, or indeed 
from any other parts ot the Chriftian World, by the 
correfpondence, and intereft which he had at Rome. 
I have now. Sir, as you defired, given you my thoughts. 
of K. Alfred's antiquity, which I pray you to impart 
to the worthy Dr Mufgrave^ to whom I think my felf 
much obliged for his excellent anfwer to> my Letter* 
And I (hould alfo proceed to give yoa Come account of 
my Book, which is now in the Brefs at Oxford^ under 
the care of a very ingenious, and virtuous Gentleman, 
who to his exaft skill in the learned languages, hath 
added the knowledge of the, ancient Northern tongues, 
and is a greac and fuccefsful promoter of both among, 
the happy youth, that are under his care. But, Sir, I 
muft entreat you to accept of a fhort general, inft^ead of 
a more particular, and longer account of it, which per- 
haps I may give you another time. 

TheTitle of it is as folloxvn 

MNGUARUM VETT. SEPTENTRIONALraM 

THESAURUS GRAMMATICO-CRITICUS 

ET ARCHiEOLOGICUS. 

Accedit 
Catalbgus librorum. Veterum Septentrional ii.m, tam eo- 
runiqui excufi funt, quam qui in Mcmbranis Script! 
nondum eduntur, qaam fieriJicuit, locupletiffimus. 



I need fay nothing to you of the reafon of this Ti- 
tle, who, in one Chapter have feen befdes KV JZ/reti's 
Aintiquity,. and three curious fi/^;;/^: Alphabets, whereof 
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two are explained in Saxon^ above ten other Sculptufes* 
with about thirty i?^x(?/?, Dano-Sax0nic\^ ov Normanno^ 
Saxonick Cliaraters , never before printed, which are 
all produced to {hew the changes and alterations of the 
Sdxon Tonguejnits Writing, Words, Phrafes andSyntax. 
The Catalogue mentioned in the Tide, will be made 
(God willing^ by the moft skilful perfon, I think, in 
the World 5 who hath done me and the publick the 
favour to promife me to finifti that part of my under- 
taking 5 and in order to it, he hath already been at 
Camhriclgtt^ and taken a Catalogue of all the Saxon MSS, 
there, 10 my perfect fatisfaftion 5 and now by the fa- 
vour of his Superiours, is doing me the fame fervice in 
the Library of Sir 'jehn Cotton. But befides all that 
which the Title imports, I am now making a diiTerta- 
tion ot the iifef uinefs of thofe languages, which will 
furnilh me with many theories, and m which I >fliaU 
print many originals , of which fome are prepared, 
and others preparing for the Pre fs, by (bme of my 
Learned friends and acquaintance, who are fo generous 
as to afiifl: me in this work. The feri^ of Saxon Qom% 
in Sculpture, with explications which an honourable 
perfon gave me leave to promife the world in his 
name, will ailfo make part of that diflertation, of 
which I have already written twelve large ftieetsj and 
I receive great encouragement to proceed in it from the 
free communication of MSS. from feveral Worthy Per- 
fons and Societies, which indeed makes my Book rife 
to a greater bulk than I at firft expeded, and very much 
encreafes both my pains, and the coft. But as I have 
in a manner devoted my felf to this work, fo I am con- 
tent to'take any pains to illuftraite the Northern Lan- 
guages and Antiquities, which have not yet been fetin 
their true light 5 and I hope thereby to bring the 
Northern & NorthWejl^^^^ns oiEj/rope to a correfpondence 
inAntiquity,which,I hope, wiH be one- good effed of my 
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Book.Some learned Qermm Gentlemen, as Mr ^dthemm^ 
aQcl.&M/.^r-.Syndic oi Strasbourg:, are already very in- 
quifitive after it, and fome learned D^^ex and Swedes, 
who have feen it at Oxford^ have already given me 
thanks for it 5 iand their enconragement, with that I 
have met with at horne, and hope ftill to meet with, 
infpire me with vigour in ray undertaking, which I 
hope in due time to bring to an happy end. There 
are already above XC Sheets printed ofiF, and no di- 
ligence is wanting to difpatch it^^ as foon as it can 
be done. 1 have already mentioned how much I am 
beholden to fome excellent Perfons and Societies for 
the free communication of their MSS. to whom I (hall 
make my acknowledgmenT:s, with all refpc^s, as pub- 
lick as my Book 5 and I entreat you, Sir, from vvhofe 
care and culture all forts of Learning: receive great 
advantage, that if you hear of any perfons who have 
any Saxo/^ MSS. or any Norz/^af/na-Saxa^ick Monu- 
ments of Antiquity till the Reign of Hez^. II. you 
would entreat them to communicate them: to 
me. And becaufe you tell me fome curious perfons 
of your acquaintance defire to have a fight of my Book, 
r en treat you to tell theiRi that to oblige themy I; in- 
tend e're long to have as much of it as is printed: ftitcht 
upon bands, and lye in MvKeebles Shop, at tht Turks- 
head hi Fleetjireet^ that it may be feen by them,, and all 
other curious perfons who have akindnefs for thatfprt 
of Learning, and have a mind to know what I am a do- 
ing tovvardsthe promotion thereof. I th:ink you, Sir^ 
moft heartily, for all the encouragement and aflillance 
you have given me, and witha vcty great:(enfe of my 
obligations to you, I take leave, and fubieribe, &>, 

"^mr mojl Faithful HunMe Sirvmt^ 



George HickeSi^ 



